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THE MINUTES OF THE MEEI'ING OF
THE REX;ENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
December 8, 1992

'!he Regents of the University met at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 8,
A copy of the public notice of this
meeting is on file in the Office of the secretary of the University.
1992, in the Roberts Room of Scholes Hall.

Present:
Roberta Cooper Ramo, President,
Gene Gallegos, Secretary and Treasurer
Ken·Jolms
Arthur Melendres
c. Gene Sarnberson
Alex Beach, President, Alumni Association, Advisor
Merry Harris, President, Faculty Senate, Advisor
Michael Horcasitas, President, GSA, Advisor
David Standridge, President, ASUNM, Advisor
Mimi Swanson, President, Staff Council, Advisor
Absent:

•

Frank Boman, Regent
Siegfried Hecker, Regent

Also Present:
Richard E. Peck, President of the University
Paul Risser, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
David Mc Kinney, Vice President for Business and Finance
Orcilia Zuniga Forbes, Vice President for Student Affairs
leonard Napolitano, Director of the Medical Center
Anne J. Brown, University Secretary
Judy Jones, Executive Assistant to the President
Nick Estes, University Counsel
catlu:yn Keller Nestor, Director, Public Affairs
Representatives from the News Media

******
It was moved by Regent· Ken Jolms,
Adoption of the Agenda
seconded by Regent Gene Gallegos, that
the Regents adopt the agenda as printed with one addition--Equipment Donation to
Universidad de Chile. '!he motion carried.

******

•

It was moved by Regent Gallegos,
Minutes of November 17« 1992
seconded by Regent Arthur Melendres,
that the Regents approve the minutes of November 17, 1992 as distributed.
carried.
.

President Richard E. Peck began -his
Administrative Report
report by advising the Regents that the
University will have its first fall commencement on December 19, 1992 at the
Albuquerque Convention center. Response to this commencement has been extremely
favorable and audience participatioriinust be limited because of lack of space.

•

Radio and TV Advertisements At the January Regents meeting, Rick Johnson will
make a presentation concerning the radio and TV advertisements concerning the
University. Video and audio tapes will be reviewed.
Retirement of Jim Wiegmann President Peck announced that Jim Wiegmann, Budget
Director, will retire on January 1, 1993 after twenty-five years of service to
the University. He said that UNM is losing a wealth of institutional memory and
he hopes that Jim will be available for consultation from time to time. Vice
President David Mc Kinney said that Jim's retirement will be a great loss to the
institution but he wished Jim well in his plans for the future.
ADA Compliance Report President Peck introduced Arme Thomas, Director of UNM's
Equal Opportunity Programs, who explained the ADA Compliance Report.
Ms. Thomas said that the University is required to conduct a self
evaluation by January 26, 1993 in accordance with section 35.105 of the
Department of Justice's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) - Title II
regulations. The Equal Opportunity Programs Office has receiVed 133 COll'pleted
self-evaluation sw:vey fo:nns and has received input from Disabled Students
Organization, members of the UNM faculty and. staff, and other concen1ed parties
throughout the community.
After reviewing these evaluations, it is concluded that official policies
and practices of the University as a whole, and those of individual programs
surveyed, do not prohibit or limit the participation of individuals with
disabilities who are othffi'Wise qualified to participate in the programs.
However, departments did note a need for assistance in meeting the communications
requirements of the ADA and a need for a centralized disability support system
for the campus. SPeCial equipment for Persons with disabilities is also severely
lacking.
.
It is the opinion of the Equal Opportunity Programs Office that the
University has met all of the administrative requirements of the ADA for public
entities in a COll'prehensive and timely manner. The COll'pliance process has been
very beneficial in that it has raised awareness across campus of the University's
obligations and commitment to Persons with disabilities.
Taos Educational Center President Peck explained that the Taos Educational
center was created in 1978 under the Off-carrpus Education Act and since 1988 the
Northern New Mexico conununity COllege (NNMCC) has had sole responsibility for
running the educational program of the center. In 1991 UNM began offering upper
division and graduate classes through the Harwood facility in Taos. The Taos
Board of Education concluded that the arrangement with NNMCC did not meet the
needs of the community and in July of 1992 its members voted unanimously to ask
the University of New Mexico to serve as the parent institution for the Offcanpus Instructional center.
The entire proposal concerning the Taos Educational center was printed in
the agenda, and President Peck said that it was brought to the Regents as an
infonnational item only. However, he stated that the Regents' Academic Affairs
2
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connnittee and also the Finance and Facilities connnittee had reviewed the proposal
and approved the concept subject to certain' conCerns being resolved.
The program has received from the state a $1. 6 million appropriation to
constnlct a facility. It is required that a managing university accept the money
for the Taos School Board. The Conunission on Higher Education has advised that
as long as UNM follows the same operating procedures which it has with the
branches, it ;WOuld be qualified to be the parent institution of the Center.
There appear to be no negative financial implications for the University and this
would provide a seJ:Vice to the citizens of northern New Mexico.
Professor Mary Harris, President of the UNM Faculty Senate, said that this
proposal had not yet been reviewed by the appropriate faculty cannnittees. She
stated that according to the Faculty Constitution the faculty nRlSt approve any
new colleges, schools, or academic programs. She also said that the next Faculty
Senate meeting is scheduled for February, so that would be the earliest date for
such consideration.
Regent Gallegos said that, in addition to overall questions concerning
curriculum, there are some legal questions since there is presently a contract
with NNMCC as the parent institution, and there are questions whether the Offcanpus Act allows ownership of facilities by the Center. He stated that it was
his impression that the Taos School Board intended to go to the upcoming
legislative session with this proposal and it will need some expression of UNM's
position in the matter. He thereupon moved that the Board of Regents express
interest and general acceptance of the concept of being the parent institution
to the Taos off-campus center, subject to the resolution of the concerns which
have been identified. The motion was seconded by Regent Johns and carried.

******
David Mc Kinney, Vice President for
state Auditor's Annual
,
Business and Finance, noted that each
\*~"
Financial ReJ)Qrt-June 30, 1992
Regent had received a copy of the
Annual Financial Report conducted by the state Auditor. He intrcx:luced Stella
llljan and Greg stricklin, Audit SUpeJ:visors in the Office of the state Auditor,
and asked them to review the audit recently completed.
Ms. llljan said that they have audited the combined balance sheet of the
University of New Mexico as of June 30, 1992, and the related combined statements
of changes in fund balances and current funds revenues" expenditures and other
changes for the year just ended. The combined financial statements are the
responsibility ·of the University's management and the state Auditor's
responsibility is to express an opinion on the statements based on the audit.
The audit was conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards
and Goverrnnent AUditing Standards, issued by the CoIrptroller General of the
United states.
She stated that in their opinion; the combined financial
statements present fairly, in all material respects,the financial position of
the University of New Mexico as of June 30, 1992, and the changes in fund
balances and the current funds revenues, expenditures, and other changes for the
year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Also inclUded are seven other required reports on the University's internal
control stnlcture and compliance with applicable rules and regulations, both
federal and non-federal. Audit findings are classified as reportable conditions,
material weaknesses, or other matters that are generally agreed to warrant
disclosure.
In the case of the state Auditor's Office, all findings are
3
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disclosed.
The audit did not disclose any matters which were felt to be
reportable conditions or material weaknesses. This is a good indication of UNM's
connnitment to strengthen internal controls and the financial reporting system.
Separate audits were performed on the UNM Hospital and the Mental Health Center.
These reports will be presented to the appropriate boards. Both opinions were
unqualified.
Ms. Iujan thanked the personnel in the Business and Finance area for being
so helpful to the auditors.
Mr. stricklin said that the fact that the audit was done in a timely manner
reflects on the corrpetence of University management and accounting staff.
Regent Ramo said that the Regents appreciate the positive conunents and also
the results of the audit.

•

******
It was moved by Regent Johns,
Disposition of SUrplUs Property
seconded by Regent Gallegos, that the
Regents approve the sale of sw:plus property as listed in the agenda 'by
corrpetitive means. carried.

'******
Regent Ken Johns explained that
Property Acquisition
the property located at 1800 Mesa Vista
1800 Mesa Vista Road; NE
Road, NE is located in the area between
academic facilities on the Main campus and lDrnas Blvd. The University targeted
this property for acquisition some months ago and now can purchase it for the
appraisal value of $113,000.00. Funding for the acciuisition will be from the
Property Acquisition budget that wq,s approved by the Regents in June.
For the Finance and Facilities Connnittee Regent Johns moved that the
Regents approve the purchase of the property as described.
The motion was
seconded by Regent Gallegos and carried.

•

******
UNM wbo Club
Regent Johns said that in November
Bylaws Revision
the Regents had approved an agreement with
the UNM lDbo Club. The Bylaws, as printed
. in the agenda, contain minor revisions to make the bylaws consistent with the
'agreement. He thereupon moved that the Regents approve the Bylaws of the UNM
Lobo Club. The motion was seconded by Regent Gallegos and carried.

******
Regent Johns explained that the
Budget Adjustment for
UNM-Valencia campus
budget revisions for UNM-Valencia campus
for FY 92-93 affects both Unrestricted
and Restricted funds. The proposed budget reflects an increase of $83,818 in
Unrestricted funds and an increase of $414,156 in Restricted funds. The total
overall increase is $497,974 for fiscal year 1992-93. He said that the Regents'
Finance and Facilities Connnittee had reviewed the proposed adjustments and he
moved that the Regents approve the adjustments as presented. The motion was
4
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seconded by Regent Gallegos and carried.

******
...

,~

vice President David Mc Kirmey
NMERI/'IOPAZ Modular Office Building
that the rapid growth of the 'IOPAZ
Proj ect and the changing research contracts of NMERI have resulted in critical
space needs for the two groups since the current facility is filled to capacity.
Because of the time frame for design and constru.ction of permanent facilities
this situation cannot be rectified inunedi.ately and it proposed that modular
facilities be used on a temporary basis while pennanent constru.ction is being
planned. Upon corrpletion of a pennanent facility, the modular buildings will be
used to meet other surge space needs within the Research Park.
Funding for this project is derived from the NMERI capital Reserve and
Overhead. In order to maintain the 'IOPAZ II Project at the Research Park, the
University must be responsive to its space needs. The future requirements of the
proj ect will be included in the new building to be constru.cted by Sandia
Foundation in conjunction with the Optoelectronics Building.
It was moved by Regent Johns, seconded by Regent Gallegos, that the Regents
approve the modular building as requested. carried.

******

•

Regent Johns explained that UNM
Equipment Ibnation to
would like to donate equipment available
Universidad de <l1ile
from the College of Phannacy and the
Department of <l1emistry to the Universidad de <l1ile to replace similar equipment
destroyed in a fire. The instnnnents have a low value, are outdated and are no
longer needed by the respective departments. Officials at the International
University Exchange, Inc., the foundation through' which the donation is being
coordinated, have assured the University that the Univemidad de <l1ile will pay
the costs of packing and for transportation to Houston where it will be picked
up by <l1ilean ships.
.
It was moved by Regent Johns, seconded by Regent Gallegos, that the Regents
approve the donation of the equipment as requested. carried.

******
Regent Arthur Melendres said that
candidates for Degrees
the candidates for degrees for Semester I,
Semester I, 1992-93
1992-93 will be approved by the Faculty
Senate at its meeting in the afternoon. He moved that the Regents approve the
candidates subject to ratification by the Faculty Senate.
The motion was
seconded by Regent Gene samberson and carried.
I

******

•

Provost Paul Risser said that
Report on voluntary Retirement
the Regents approved a program to
Incentive Program
provide incentive payments to
encourage voluntary retirement for faculty for a three-year trial period
beginning January 1, 1992. The Board requested an annual report on the program
5
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and Provost Risser said that during the period from January 1, 1992 to December
31, 1992 a total of 23 faculty members have taken advantage of the program. He
distributed a fact sheet which listed the rank, gender, etlmicity, and academic

discipline of these faculty. Total savings to the University for 1992-93 was
$580,320. '!he savings have provided some funding flexibility for the current
year. However, of the 23 positions lost because of faculty retirement,
recruitment was postponed for 17 positions. Many, if not all, of these positions
will be filled in 1993.
Regent Gallegos requested infonnation for the Regents as to how classes of
the retiring professors were covered during this year.
.
Professor Mary Harris, President of the UNM Faculty Senate, said that
faculty are enthusiastic about having such a retirement option. However, she
stated that this year, with 23 professors retiring to be replaced by instructors
or part-time faculty, an additional counseling burden has been placed on the
full-time faculty.
Regent Ramo noted that this is the last Regents' meeting to be attended by
Provost Risser since he will be leaving shortly to assume the presidency of Miami
University in Ohio. She said that Dr. Risser has been at UNM for six and one- .
half years and the face of the institution has been changed for the better during
that time. Without him the University would not have the UNM 2000 Plan which
makes UNM unique among universities. It was with deep gratitude and pride that
she recogniZed his accomplishments and said that all of the Regents wished him
well in his new position. As a world class scientist and as Provost of the
University, Dr. Risser has allowed UNM to raise its sights to be an outstanding
institution.

******
President Peck said that the
Plaudits to the outgoing Regents
tenus of Regents Bonnan, Hecker and
Johns expire as of December 31 and he reviewed some of the events that have taken
place at UNM in the six years they have been Regents. '!hese include the first
new residence hall in 25 years, the ambulatory care facility at the UNM Hospital,
a new basic sciences building, growth of the' research park, optoelectronics
building approved through the GO Bond passage, the UNM 2000 Plan, stronger
financial systems and reporting, a change in campus appearance and landscaping,
Zinunenna.n Library addition, a new parking structure, the creation of the Staff
Council, a new O1ild care Center, the expansion of the stadimn, the creation,
founding and funding of the Regents' Scholars Program, the centennial campaign
and related fund-raising activities.
President Peck thanked the three Regents for their commitment of time and
energy on behalf of the University.
Regent Johns said that the last six years have been very educational on his
part because he learned how big the institution really is. However, he said that
none of the items mentioned by President Peck could have happened without
exceptional leadership by the administrative staff of the University.
On behalf of the Board, Regent Ramo thanked Regent Johns for his sel::Vice
on the Board as President of the Board and as Clair of the Finance and Facilities
committee.

******
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'!he meeting adjourned at 9:40 a.m.
\.

ATl'EST:

•

•
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